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The rumors have been swirling for the
better part of a decade that northern Vir-

or Loudoun County, would get a BMW
motorcycle dealership. It is less a rumor
and more a reality at this point, and could
happen as early as January 2015.

Ken Davis, the owner of the new deal-
ership, says the shop will open by Febru-
ary at the latest.

Davis has been in the car business
for 23 years, running Advantage Harman
Auto Group from a location near Osborn
Park High School in Manas-
sas Park, VA. He’s always
been a fan of late-model
BMW cars and bought more
than a few at auction to
refurbish and sell through his
auto dealership. He noticed a few BMW
motorcycles — usually repossessions — at
these auctions, and that got him thinking
about opening a motorcycle dealership.

He started buying and selling used
motorcycles for fun; as his thoughts about
having a dealership got more serious, he
started talking to BMW Motorrad USA,
which he characterized as eager to open
a dealership in northern Virginia. Go-
ing through the dealership development
process was rigorous, but in 2009, Davis
got his letter of intent from BMW and set

As the worldwide recession that
started in 2008 worsened, Davis found
himself in the unenviable position of
watching his business plan for a BMW
dealership get whittled away, piece by
piece, until it didn’t even make sense to
open a small, mixed-line shop that could
expect to sell fewer than 150 bikes a year.
He certainly wasn’t going to be opening
an exclusive dealership like BMW wanted,
one that could move over 200 bikes in a
year.

Though Davis was disappointed at
that opportunity dissipating, one of his

contacts at BMW suggested he start a
dialogue with Triumph, which also lacked
a dealership in northern Virginia at that
time. Approved from the beginning as a
multi-line dealer, Davis opened the Tri-
umph shop in July 2013 and moved it to
a vacant service bay at his car dealership
just a few months later.

Davis says Triumph Manassas was the

half of 2014 — which explains the explo-
sion of Triumphs in the Washington, DC
area —  and they continue to trade the top
spot with Southern California Triumph
as the year progresses. While the shop
features some relatively small displays
of parts, accessories and gear, the focus
is clearly on the bikes — there are 25

another showroom with more bikes,

stocked parts department.
With recent changes in management

at BMW North America, BMW Motorrad
has been more aggressively trying to get
into (or back into) various markets. BMW
reached out to Davis and asked him to
re-apply to be a dealer, a process he was
only too happy to restart.

Davis, who is clearly excited about run-
ning a motorcycle dealership, is getting
out of the business of selling cars com-
pletely. He and his partners, Jim Harman
and John Tisch, will open the new shop
behind Dulles Airport on Old Ox Road
(VA 606). It will feature separate facili-
ties — with separate entrances — for BMW
and Triumph customers; the BMW side
will be called BMW Motorcycles of Dulles.

BMW wanted the new shop open by
the end of the year, which proved to be

too aggressive, especially since Davis’
goal down the road is to buy land and
build a purpose-driven structure, one that
will be a dedicated, all-around motorcycle
shop from the planning stages through
completion. He expects to have this

years. “I just want to be a motorcycle
dealer for northern Virginia,” Davis said,
“and there’s a lot to do. I want to have ev-
erything in stock, to have a prepped and

so anybody can come in and ride one.”
Joining Davis at BMW MC

of Dulles will be about 15
employees, some of whom
will come from his current
operation. Among them will
be his service shop foreman,

Grant Soma, who has been with Davis for
15 years and will soon be attending BMW
motorcycle tech school. BMW has also
put Davis in touch with graduates from
their tech school; he’s in the process of
interviewing them to determine who will

opens.
Davis plans to carry the full lines of

BMW- and Triumph-branded apparel,
plus Schuberth, Shoei and HJC helmets,
KLIM apparel, and Sena communications
system. He had high praise for Sena’s
Bluetooth products and credits his ATGATT
mentality (Schuberth and FirstGear) for
emerging unscathed from a recent colli-
sion with an inattentive driver.

As northern Virginia’s only Triumph
motorcycle dealer, Davis mostly rides a
late-model Tiger, but among the several
BMWs he’s owned is a 1994 R 1100 RS
he bought brand-new from Battley Cycles.
He says he’s very much looking forward to
trying the new water-cooled boxer Beem-
ers; perhaps he’ll add another coast-to-
coast trip on one to add to the seven he’s
already completed. “Deep down,” Davis
says, “I’m a BMW guy.”
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“I just want to be a motorcycle dealer for
northern Virginia, and there’s a lot to do.”


