
Luggage Rack for BMW K1200LT

Here are some images showing the details of the luggage rack I built.  The first shows the 
rack as mounted on the bike.

First let me apologize for the dirty condition of the bike as I can't seem to stay off the Gravel 
roads with it and haven't had time to wash since my last jaunt.  I promise to clean it up as 
soon as I get this posted.  There are four main components of the assembly including:

Left and Right Frame Mounts (1 each)



These are made from 3/4” square steel tubing.  ¼ – 20 'Long' Hex nuts are welded through 
the tubing to pick up existing side case mounting holes.  Standard bolts were replaced with 
1/4-20 x 1-1/2” Grade 8 Hex cap screws.  The hex nuts offset the tubing 7/8” and the tubing 
sits inside the frame rail and slopes down slightly to clear the frame and the “Tupperware” at 
the back of the bike.  A larger hex is welded into the back end of the mount having a 3/8-16 x 
1-1/4” deep threaded hole.  These parts stay on the bike when the luggage rack is off making 
removal easy for tire changes and when the rack is not needed.  Note: The bell is optional.

Luggage Rack Weldment (1 each)

The rack itself is also fabricated from 3/4” square steel tubing.  I chose to extend the rack 12” 
behind the end of the frame mounts and that worked well for the large duffel bag I use for 
camping gear.  The chrome guard rail was from a “Costco style” display stand.  I modified the 
attachment points, bent around the corners and welded it to the rack.  It wasn't really 
necessary as I used a bungee net to strap the bag on.   I also ran a bungee cord from the 
back of the rack up under the rear trunk to take some of the weight off the mounts.

The rack attaches to the bike at the two outer holes which are bolted to the ends of the frame 
mounts with 3/8-16 x 1-1/2” HCS and the long center support is clamped to the bike cross 
frame located behind the license plate (plumbers tape, 1/4” bolt).  Note:  Several hose style 
clamps I tried first failed during test rides.  Also notice that the center support slopes back 4 
degrees from vertical in order to match up with the bike frame cross member and also clear 
the rear tire.  All ends of the 3/4” sq. tubing have caps welded on for strength.  While the 
tubing I used was .062 wall and held up OK I would use .120 wall tube for a little additional 
strength if I built another one, or possibly re-design for aluminum.



  Mud Guard Assembly (3 pcs)

The mud guard takes the place of the stock license plate holder which stays home when the 
rack is installed.  It's two main functions are to keep road dirt and water off the baggage and 
to raise the license plate above the cargo so that it is visible to those authorities who may 
want to have a closer look at you (I've never been stopped in over 10,000 miles riding with it).

While I used two pieces of sheet metal riveted together for the prototype a single piece could 
be fabricated to fill the hole behind the wheel and cover the bottom of the rack.  I fastened the 
sheet metal to the back end of the rack with four Ty-raps.  A piece of aluminum angle was 
used as a stiffener behind the guard at the stock mounting holes.   The angle was bent more 
than the standard 90 degrees as needed to keep the top of the guard and the license plate 
from hitting against the tail light lens.  I also glued a piece of pipe insulation along the top of 
the guard as insurance against vibration.  There was no damage to the lens or body parts 
although I did find two small marks in the paint on the side bags where my cargo bag was 
rubbing against the back of the bike.



I hope this is helpful to anyone who wants to try it out.  Let me know if you need any more 
specific information.  Best of luck, Barry Kessey  © 2010


