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Assembly Instructions for LT Trunk Latch's
“Fix It BEFORE It Breaks” Kit

It is highly recommended that you familiarize yourself with theses instructions and the parts furnished 
within the kit.  This preventative kit CAN be installed with the trunk compartment still attached to the 
motorcycle.  This method can be undertaken in about 15-20 minutes.  If your dexterity, flexibility, and 
eyesight are not what they once were, you might elect to remove the trunk compartment from the 
motorcycle and invert it on a carefully padded work bench.

1) Before installing the “Fix It BEFORE It Breaks” Kit, you will need to remove 2 E-Clips and 2 
Push Nuts from the Trunk Latch Assembly.  The 4 components are shown in Photo 1.

2) Remove the 2 E-Clips that are shown in Photo 2.  This is a bit tricky, but can be done if you are 
patient.  Try not to lose them (they will not be used again, but they are nice to keep as spares, 
should one of your friends need one).  One method that is effective for E-Clip removal is to use 2 
small flat-bladed screwdrivers with fairly long shanks.  Rotate the Clip around on the pin so that 
you can place one screwdriver on each end of the E-Clip.  See Photo 3 and Photo 4.
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3) Now you are going to remove the “Push Nuts” that are pressed onto the Latch Hook Studs, shown 
in Photo 1 and Photo 8.  It is now that a WARNING needs to be issued!  When the Latch Handle 
is in its open position, further opening force exerts undue stress on the VERY portion of the 
Handle that is known to break!  Do not exert undue stress!  See Photo 5, Photo 6 and Photo 7 to 
further understand.

To remove the Push Nuts you will slightly move the Latch Handle from the fully open position to 
prevent stressing the Handle as discussed above (see Photo 6).  Now push the small flat-
bladed screwdriver between the Push Nut and the Latch Hook, as shown in Photo 8.  After the 
screwdriver is wedged into the space, twist it and pry the Push Nut off of the Latch Hook Stud.
After removing both E-Clips and both Push Nuts (Photo 9), you are now ready to install the kit.
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4) Mount the Foundation component into the Latch Handle.  If your LT is equipped with the 
Central Locking System (CLS) that electrically locks the luggage compartments you will need 
to lock the Latch Assembly while the Handle is OPEN.  Do not do this with the key, but rather  
by pushing the Lock Button on the key-chain remote transmitter.

5) The Foundation is put into place by first engaging the 2 forked features onto the Latch Handle 
Hinge Pin, as seen in Photo 10 and Photo 11. Next, rotate the Foundation about the Hinge Pin 
until it engages the Latch Hook Stud and push it fully into place until it is seated, as shown in 
Photo 12 and Photo 13.

6) Install both Locking Keys as shown in Photo 14.  They MUST be installed as shown with the red 
flat area entering the slot first, and facing the round Stud.  The Locking Keys are small and can be 
difficult to insert.  Using a pair of tweezers can help with this.

7) Push them in ONLY SLIGHTLY at this time, as once they are fully installed, they are not 
removable without drilling and tapping.  As seen in Photo 15, press each key only slightly to 
lightly lock the Foundation to the Handle.
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                    Photo 12 Photo 13

Photo 14         Photo 15

8) Now test the function of the Latch Assembly.  Conduct the testing with the trunk top (lid) open. 
Test the latching function as well as the locking function.  If your LT has the CLS option, use the 
key-chain remote transmitter to lock and unlock the Latch Assembly.

9) When you are pleased that the assembly performs as it should without mechanical interference, 
you can press the Locking Keys fully into place, flush with the surface of the Foundation. Photo 
16 shows the preferred method.  Again, slightly close the Handle from the fully-open position to 
prevent undue stress and the hand that is slightly closing the Handle is also providing a force that 
opposes the force that the flat-bladed screwdriver exerts to push the Locking Keys.  Photo 17 
shows a Locking Key fully inserted.  The photo shows the Locking Key is drilled and tapped, 
unlike the Locking Keys in your kit.  The threaded hole is required for removal during the 
development of the design.  The Foundation is now fully locked in place.
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Photo 16 Photo 17

                                                                                                   Photo 19

10) It is now advised that you lay out the 4 Anchor Links as shown in Photo 18.  At this stage, the 
Left Inner Anchor Link will be mounted.  Viewing the Anchor Links, it is the 2nd Link from the 
left and is distinguished by the clearance cut that exists to provide clearance for the Leaf Spring. 
Mounting this Left Inner Anchor Link is a little bit tricky, but not too bad.  Photo 19 shows the 
Leaf Spring pressing against the long Actuator Link Pin.
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                    Photo 20          Photo 21

11) Using the flat-bladed screwdriver, push the pin to the left side as far as it will go, as seen in 
Photo 20.  To help this, it is advisable to close-and-open the Handle back-and-forth a small 
amount.   Next, push the Leaf Spring to the right until it is up against the Plastic Mount, as seen in 
Photo 21.

12) Now you install the Left Inner Anchor Link.  This is awkward, but it DOES work!  Holding 
the Left Inner Anchor Link, you are going to force it against the Leaf Spring, deflecting the spring 
far enough that the Link slides onto the long Actuator Link Pin.  Photo 22 and Photo 23 show 
this.  You will likely need to use the screwdriver to push the spring to the right, just as you did in 
step 12.  You MUST pay attention to where the Leaf Spring ended up after installing the Link.

13) Now, make SURE that the Leaf Spring is on the correct side of the Pin as you push the Pin back in 
place with the screwdriver!  As mentioned above, it helps to pivot the Handle back-and-forth a 
little bit while pushing the Pin with the screwdriver.  Photo 24 shows the correct installation. 
Photo 25 shows incorrect installation.
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                           Photo 22                                                                         Photo 23 

                  Photo 24 is CORRECT!                                              Photo 25 is WRONG!
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14) Now install the Right Inner Anchor Link.  It is show in Photo 26.  It is very easy to mount and might 
even fall off while you are finishing the installation.  The Right Inner is easy!

Photo 26 Photo 27

15) Identify the Left and Right Outer Anchor Links and put them in place.  Install 2 of the 5mm 
screws in each side using a 4mm Allen wrench.  (IF THE SCREWS DO NOT THREAD AND YOU 
SEE THAT THE HOLES IN THE ANCHORS DO NOT ALIGN WITH THE THREADED HOLES 
IN THE FOUNDATION, REFER TO THE LAST PAGE OF THESE INSTRUCTIONS!)  Do NOT 
tighten them yet!  Only install the screws furthest from the painted finish of the Trunk body, as 
shown in Photo 27.  Be careful not to scratch the painted surface with the Allen wrench.  

16) The 4 screws that are lightly installed will now be tightened.  As mentioned previously do not 
place undue stress on the Handle by forcing it beyond its open position!  Photo 28 shows that the 
Handle is being held slightly closed from its fully open position during tightening of the screws on 
the right side.  The 4 screws are to be gradually tightened WHILE pivoting the Handle back-and-
forth near its fully open position to ensure binding does not occur.  As the screws are firmed up, 
please view the connections of the Inner Anchors to the Foundation and the Outer Anchors to the 
Inner Anchors to verify that they are mating flush with no gaps or binding!  Gaps and or/binding 
indicates that something is wrong!  Back up and figure out what is the problem!  If there are no 
gaps (Photo 29), you can tighten the 4 screws.
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Photo 28 Photo 29

17) Lastly, install the last 2 screws, one on each side, the screws that come very close to the 
painted finish!  If you can urge the screws away from the paint by pulling the Allen wrench away 
from the paint while screwing them in, then do that.  If it appears that the screw head is going to 
contact the paint, you can pull the Handle gently open beyond its stop (previously this was BAD, 
but now with 4 screws tightened, the Latch Handle is strong) and you can insert a razor blade 
(Photo 30) or thin steel feeler gage (mechanic's tool for tuning engines, thin .005” will work fine) 
between the screw head and the paint finish to prevent the screw head from scraping the paint. 
Tighten those last 2 screws and you're FINISHED!  All of the screws should be pretty firm, but 
don't break them off.

                                                                                   Photo 30
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IF THE HOLES IN THE OUTER AND INNER ANCHORS DO NOT ALIGN WITH 
THE THREADED HOLES IN THE FOUNDATION

If the screws will not thread and a visual check indicates misalignment of the holes, your Latch Handle 
“Hooked Arms” are already bent well out of tolerance!  But that does not mean that you can't still SAVE 
the Handle, you can!  But it will require extra work on your behalf.

In designing this product, 4 stock OEM factory-supplied Latch Handles were measured and evaluated. 
The “Hooked Arms” (the part that breaks off) do move around (bend) prior to breakage.  Putting the Inner 
and Outer Anchors in place (the Foundation is locked in place already), observe the problem and use an 
ink marker (like a “marks alot” or “sharpie marker”) to draw little scallops where material needs to be 
removed from the Anchors.  The Foundation will remain mounted and will not be modified.  Using a 
“Dremel mototool” or similar die-grinder with a small diameter cutter (1/8” or 3-4mm shank), you will 
need to remove the material from the Inner and Outer Anchors that causes interference.

Just be patient and get it right!  Please do not cross-thread the screws.  Keep clearancing until all 6 screws 
can be inserted.  Please use light oil on the screws to prevent galling of the aluminum material during this 
trial-and-error process.  You CAN fix it and the kit will prevent further bending of the “Hooked Arms”. 
Bending of the Hooked Arms to accommodate screw alignment is NOT encouraged, as you can easily 
break the Handle!  This kit is going to “go up there and grab onto those arms and anchor them right where 
they are!

The black Handle shown below has bent Hooked Arms and the screw holes do not align.  Looking 
carefully from the side, there are “dimples” in the exterior surface at the location shown by the thin strips 
of tape on the Handle.,  By modifying the Anchor Links, this Handle was saved from breakage.
Shown below on the right side is an Anchor Link that has been marked for grinding.
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